IOWA FOOD SAFETY TASK FORCE MEETING

The Iowa Food Safety Task Force met on Tuesday, May 11, 2010 at the Ola Babcock Miller Office Building, Rm 310, Des Moines, IA
Those in attendance:

Steve Mandernach, DIA

Melanie Harris, DIA

Judy Harrison, Consumer Representative
Ann Garvey, IDPH

Gretta Irwin, IA Turkey Federation

Janis Hochstetler, IDALS

Anna Van Stelten, UHL

Kara Levinson, UHL

Cindy Jordan, IRA

Cathy Strohbehn, ISU Extension

Mark Shearer, HESMD

Joyce Hoppes, Iowa Pork Producers

Cindy Kunkel, FDA

Sandy Heinen, IEHA

Those in phone attendance:

Dianna Von Stein, IDPH

Heidi Peck, IEHA
1. Welcome: Melanie Harris welcomed all members to the meeting.  Members introduced themselves.

2. Budget: Judy Harrison presented the budget as it was on March 26, 2010. The current grant was awarded for September 30, 2009 – September 29, 2010 in the amount of $5000. Grant money available through this period is $4500.  The FY 2011 grant was applied for prior to Judy’s retirement in the amount of $10,000.  No award has been granted at this time.
3. DIA update: Steve Mandernach, DIA Bureau Chief, reported that he was appointed to his position as the Bureau Chief on Wednesday, May 5, 2010. Interviews for the vacated training officer positions will be conducted next week. A selection will be made by the end of May. Bob Haxton, DIA Program Manager will retire in June.  The position will not be replaced.  Due to retirements and the return of 14 contracted counties at least 4 inspectors and one administrative person will be added to DIA in the coming months. 
4. Home Based Food Business: Dr. Catherine Strohbehn provided copies of the publication that the ISU Extension office created.  The publication was supported by the FSTF.  Dr. Strohbehn agreed to make contact with Jill Gifford, University of Nebraska Food Processing Center, to inquire if she would come to Iowa to hold a one day conference for interested home based food business operators. Some of the topics that may be covered at the conference will be legal, financial and food safety aspects of this type of business.  If Ms. Gifford is available, the FSTF will develop a subcommittee to work toward hosting this conference prior to September 29, 2010.  Mark Shearer shared that if an element of food defense is incorporated there would be Homeland Security money to help with the workshop. 
5. Iowa Food Policy Council: Steve Mandernach reported that Bev Zylstra, DIA Deputy Director, attended the most recent meeting of this council.  This council is committed to bringing together community members and organizations to promote stable food systems and access to healthy, regionally produced food for all.  

6. Foodborne Illness Outbreak Update: Diana Von Stein reported that one case of Salmonella Montezido was confirmed in Iowa. The outbreak involved peppered salami and it is suspected that the application of the pepper was the source. There were cases nationwide but no deaths. There is a current recall of romaine lettuce that is associated with E. coli O145 and HUS illnesses. There are 19 confirmed cases and10 probable cases, involving persons 13-29 years old. 
7. FDA Update: Cindy Kunkel reported that the Conference for Food Protection will be held in April 2012 in Indianapolis. There will be a satellite broadcast on May 27, 2010 “Using Employee Health and Personal Hygiene Measures”. More information is to come on this webcast. There will be a joint criminal and epidemiologist investigations workshop July 20-21, 2010 held in Kansas City, Missouri. The 2009 Food Code is available in hard copy and on the FDA website. A Word version is coming soon. 
8. EHS Net: No update at this meeting.

9. HSEMD: Mark Shearer reported that there will be a multi-state conference on Food Agriculture Security. The conference will be held on October 18-20, 2010. 
10. Other:
Ann Garvey suggested that the task force develop a handout brochure for temporary food vendors.  Judy said that one was started in the past and that it could be used after being updated. 

Changes to the use of morel mushrooms in food establishments were discussed.

12. The next meeting will be scheduled for July.

