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IOWA FOOD SAFETY TASK FORCE MEETING

Iowa Food Safety and Protection Task Force website:  http://ia.foodprotectiontaskforce.com/
The Iowa Food Safety and Defense Task Force met on Thursday, February 23, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. at the Lucas State Office Building in Des Moines, Iowa.
Those in attendance:
Susan Arendt, Iowa State University, Hospitality
Kathleen Close, FDA
Shannon Coleman, Iowa State University, Food Science
Jim Dickson, Iowa State University, Animal Science
Melanie Harris, Iowa Department of Inspections and Appeals
Sandy Heinen, Iowa Environmental Health Association
Cindy Jordan, Iowa Restaurant Association
Steven Mandernach, Iowa Department of Inspections and Appeals
Mary Montgomery, Iowa Department of Inspections and Appeals
Michael Nordos, FDA
Kemi Oni, Iowa Department of Public Health
Jennifer Pierquet, Iowa Department of Inspections and Appeals
Dr. Kathryn Polking, Iowa Department of Agriculture
Lakshman Rajagopal, Iowa State University, Hospitality

Those in phone attendance:

Nancy Hall, Iowa Hygienic Laboratory 
Carlene Russell, Iowa Department on Aging

1. Welcome:  Steven Mandernach welcomed the group and introductions were made.

2. Use of Social Media to Identify Foodborne Illnesses:  Jared Hawkins, MMSc, PhD
Director of Informatics, Innovation and Digital Health Accelerator; Faculty, Computational Health Informatics Program; Instructor of Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School.  

Through social media, forums and online communities, wearable technologies and mobile devices, there is a growing body of health-related data that can shape our assessment of foodborne illness.  

Dr. Hawkins spoke to the group concerning implementation of a web-based dashboard, 
HealthMap Foodborne Dashboard, a tool that monitors Twitter for tweets about food poisoning in geographical areas and displayed in real time on the web-based Dashboard with response to tweets for reporting food poisoning.

3. Use of Social Media to Identify Foodborne Illnesses:  Jenine Harris, Associate Professor, PhD, Saint Louis University.  Jenine shared with the group how we can tap into social media to improve foodborne illness surveillance and reporting.  Many people get sick, but few report it; but they do complain about it on social media.  
In March 2013, the Chicago Department of Public Health launched Foodborne Chicago, a website aimed at improving food safety in Chicago identifying and responding to possible foodborne illness complaints on Twitter.
In October 2015, the St. Louis Department of Health implemented HealthMap Foodborne Dashboard to identify and respond to tweets about food poisoning from St. Louis city residents.  Slide presentation available at:  (https://ia.foodprotectiontaskforce.com/)
4. Foodborne Illness Update:  Kemi Oni, Epidemiologist, IDPH, reported that IDPH is investigating an outbreak in a Mexican style restaurant around Johnson County area. IDPH in collaboration with DIA is working with the Local Health Agency for Johnson County to facilitate human specimen testing and environmental investigation.  
Melanie Harris, DIA FBI Response Coordinator, reported that since the roll-out of the centralized toll-free foodborne illness reporting line, a 40 percent increase in outbreaks has been identified using the 100-day period before and 100-day period after.  Additionally, foodborne illness complaints (those not involving two or more unrelated parties) more than doubled.
5. Information Sharing:  Those in attendance shared information concerning their specific organizations.  

6. DIA Update:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]As of January, relevant associations and the Department of Public Health are moving toward the 2013 Food Code Supplemental with an effective date of January 1, 2018.
· Food Regulations on the manufacturing food side:  We will be adopting the Modernized GMPs effective October 1, 2017.
· Food fee increase bill, SF303 has been assigned to Ways and Means.
· NEARS – The National Environmental Assessment Reporting System testing developed by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has been implemented into the statewide system.  State and local staffs have been trained on the data reporting system.
· Listeria Retail Project – DIA performed a pilot test last October/November conducting an assessment on the prevalence of Listeria in nine Iowa’s retail delis; however, due to high levels of false positives found, the manufacturer is providing a new sampling product.  A second pilot project will be conducted in March with a large scale project thereafter.


7. Next Meeting:  Date unknown at this time.  

8. Adjourn:  The meeting adjourned at approximately 3:00 p.m.
